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party had lost the subsequent elections and been continuously out of power for more than ten years. Was there any reason why anything different should happen now ? Lord Lansdowne and Mr. Balfour said confidently not, and were able to point to by-elections as proof that opinion was turning against the Government. The Liberal measures to which a few zealous persons attached such immense importance created no enthusiasm in the country, which was glad to see them rejected or amended by the House of Lords. What purpose, they asked, could a second Chamber fulfil if it was not to be a Conservative bulwark against dangerous, pernicious and unconstitutional innovations ? The House of Lords had a duty as well as the House of Commons to stand by its convictions, and it would be an act of cowardice for it to surrender because the Liberals had a large temporary majority in the House of Commons. It was precisely on such an occasion that it needed to stand firm.
Thus on one side and on the other parties braced themselves for the coming struggle.
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